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SLATE is a student political party, which is
concerned with student government in its role as
representative of the University of California
student body.

SLATE believes in the value of student govern-
ment, particularly in those ways in which it as-
sists the student in his education. We believe
that today's student must meet his responsibili-
ties as a citizen. These responsibilities include
a healthy interest in local, national, and inter-
national affairs; in the furtherance of humanitar-
ian goals; in the preservation of civil liberties;
and in the expression of these interests within
and as a part of one's government. Further, we
believe that student government can and should be
an effective means of expressing students' wishes
to the University on matters relating directly to
their formal education. Such matters as the range
and content of instruction offered, the criteria
for hiring and promoting instructors, and the gen-
eral subject of academic freedom should be consi-
dered. Student government should work to improve
the conditions under which we must live, so that
we may most effectively pursue our education.

It is SLATE's belief that the ASUC through its

S L A T E : Its Structure
Membership in SLATE is o en to every Cal stu-

dent who pays dues of one dollar per semester and
who attends one Action Committee meeting each sem-
ester.

All decisions are made by majority vote after
full discussion. Power is vested in the General
Assembly which includes all Slate members.

The General Assembly elects a Coordinating Com-
mittee consisting of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
Secratary, Treasurer, Administrative Officer and
four Representatives - at - Large. Each officer
serves one semester. The Coordinating Committee
serves one semester. The Coordinating Committee
carries out the decisions and policies adopted by
the General Assembly.

elected representatives on the Executive Commit
has until now refused to act as a responsible stu-
dent government. Because of their continual con-
cern for matters only of relatively little import-
ance, they have failed to win respect for, or in-
terest in student government from the large major-
ity of the students. It is no wonder that the
ASUC is weak, lacking as it does both adequate
representation and any hint of concern for other
than trivial issues and politics.

SLATE is dedicated to changing the conditions
which have created such a weak, unrepresentative
government. We want to create a meaningful stu-
dent government. To us this means one which is
concerned with fulfilling the ideal of assisting
the student with his education; one which has an
interest in the important issues of our time; one
which shows the student that government and demo-
cracy can be and should be important parts of his
everyday life; one which demonstrates the values
of free participation in intellectual and social
activities; one which, in short, assists the stu-
dent to become an active and informed citizen in
today's nation and world.

There are nine Action Committees: Civil Liber-
ties, Student Welfare, ASUC Analysis, National and
International Affairs, N.S.A. (National Student
Association), Athletics Policy, Public Affairs,
Educational Policy, and Local Affairs.

The General Assembly acts on majority and min-
ority reports originating in Action Committees.
These reports are presented by the members of the
committees. When differing opinions on a specific
issue arise, the members may form formal or infor-
mal caucuses. Members are encouraged to express
dissident views and bring variant ideas to the
General Assembly. SLATE is organized so that all
of its members actively take part in its affairs
and become thoroughly acquainted with all sides of
the issues confronting the organization.



SLATE'S History
This past spr ing SLATE gather 47.5" of the

student vote and successfully elected two of
the ASUC Executive Committee.
The had widmeased within the of three
semester the rise to political effectiveness of a
-oriented student political party.

SLATE's origins are found in TASC (Towards an
Active Student Community), the f i r s t p o l i t i c a l
p a r t y an cammos, formed almost two years age.
TASC's chief emphases were academic freedom, dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n in housing and student intellectual
and cultural members an .

Thresh sympathetic members of Ex Com, TASC
introduced legis la t ive proposal to cantro-
versial speakers t o the commas and, in the f a l l of
1957, to s t r e n g t h e n U . C . ' s participation i n the
National Student Association.

There measures, although well received in many
Quarters, ably S t i l e s Wall, the University
YMCA, fa i led t o gain acceptance by Ex Com. But
petitions were c i rcu la ted by TASC and i n four days
more them 1100 students signed. The ASUC was
forced t o presen t a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendment on
NSA to raters i n the f a l l e l e c t i o n . The amend-
ment, calling for e l e c t i o n of the NSA rep,
received a majority failed to obtain the nec-
essary two- th i rd s .

SLATE forms
In the same election, a group of l iberal can-

didates ad TASC members banded together to run on
a common, issue-oriented platform, one which at-
tempted to de-emphasize for the f i r s t time the
"popularity contest" election. They called them-
selves the SLATE. Mike Miller, c h a i r m a n of the
group, resigned his Rep-at Large sent on Ex Com
because the Committee persistently refused to deal
adequately with student needs and in teres t s .

The SLATE launched as a l l out campaign to un-
seat the s tatus fact ion that had frastrated
liberal student effor ts . They were joined by an
ever increasing member of students who felt tha t
now there was something of value in ASUC p o l i t i c s .

The party, which imitiatly had only five mem-
bers , swelled to 30 times that member. Leaflets
on issues were out dai ly. Meetings and de-
bates were held every day a t Sather Gate. The
campus was the scene of amprecedented political
ac t iv i ty . Issues instead of personali t ies were
discussed by a h i t h e r t o uninterested student e lec-
tora te .

SLATE soon learned that i t was to be apposed by
more t h a n r iva l candidates for office. F i r s t Bill
Str ickl in , then Rep-at-large and now President of
the ASUC, persended Judicial Committee to d i s w a l -
if SLATE on a tecchnicality. An arowsed student
body respecded with more than 350 attending an Ex
Com hearing the following afternoon. SLATE was
reinstated.

Reck on the bal lot , SLATE faced new obstacles.
The Daily Cal failed to mention who the SLATE can-

didaves were on election day; there were abortive
attempts to saear SLATE candidates; and on elec-
tion day the polls were jammed as never before.

The ASUC couldn't handle the record turn-out. An
extra day of balloting was indicated and SLATE
urged Ex Com to reopen the p o l l s . Dean Stone was
dead set against i t and President Samuelson backed
him But the rest of Ex Com was divided in i t s
opinion. Eventually, Samuelson gave in — Stone
was m longer present — and the polls were r e -
opened.

All of the SLATE candidates made the run-off.
But the enthusiasm of the student body was not yet
enough to carry SLATE through the final election.
In the run-off the SLATE met total electoral de-
feat.

Undismayed, and encouraged by the party's mus-
tering of 40" of the to ta l vote, SLATE immediately
set about laying plans for a stronger foundation
from which to work.

Undismayed, and enconraged by the party's mus-
te r ing of 40 of the to ta l vote, SLATE immediately
set about laying plans for a stronger foundation
from which to work.

C o n v e n t i o n
At the start of the spring term a Constitu-

tional convention was called in Stephens Union.

More than 150 old and new members attended. A Co-

ordinating committee was selected and Action Com-

mittees were formed. Before long a SLATE news

paper appeared on campus. Published weekly, the

Cal Reporter ght to report in denth what the

Daily Californian often was too disinterested or

unable to cower.

The constitution was drawn up and adopted: mem-

bership open to every U. C. student who attended

one Action committee meeting; all decisions to be

by a majority vote after fall discussion, and

ample room for disagreement and variance of opin-

ion within the organization.

By the time elections rolled around SLATE was

prepared as never before. Action committees had

been working and preparing platforms for weeks.

Ten editions of the Cal Reporter had been distri—



buted, with over 3,000 copies published per issue.
At a General Assembly, the party's platform
adopted and candidates nominated.

As it turned out, the moat significant issue in
the campaign was the question of whether or not
political parties and other issue-based candidates
should be allowed complete free expression in the
process of informing the electorate as fully and
intelligently as possible. The inevitable hap-
pened, as on the eve of the official campaign the
SLATE candidates were disqualified for pre-elec-
tion campaigning. If the ASUC's philosophy were
carried out to its logical extreme, political par-
ties would be restricted in their activities to
only about two weeks of the semester.

Set back only temporarily, SLATE decided to go
ahead with the campaign while they appealed to
Judicial Committee. But in lengthy sessions that
lasted for three nights until nearly dawn, J Com
ruled against SLATE. Two other candidates' dis-
qualifications were upheld at the same time. Then
due to other equally ridiculous sections of the
election rules, all of the other candidates were
charged with campaign infractions.

Meanwhile, election day arrived and the polls
opened. Several offices were to be uncontested
for SLATE candidates had served as the only oppo-
sition. Rather than let these offices go by de-
fault, SLATE conducted an eleventh hour write-in
campaign, even though it was announced that write-
in votes for disqualified candidates would not
even be counted.

In the end, however, Executive Committee threw
out the entire election on the grounds of misman-
agement by the Elections Council. Another elec-
tion was scheduled and all previcusly disqualified
candidates were reinstated. SLATE was back on the
ballot.

But again Ex Com, in line with its philosophy
of restricting free expression, passed a rule pre-
venting all physical campaign material, including
leaflets, from being used. The leaflet is the on-
ly feasible means of reaching the entire elector-
ate with an adequate discussion of the issues.

F r e e S p e e c h
SLATE brought a case before Judicial Committee

protesting this violation of freedom of speech.
Judicial Committee upheld SLATE's contentions and
on the last day of elections, all of the candi-
dates were finally allowed to publish leaflets.

The opposition took on added vigor when Bill
Stricklin, one of the severest critics of politi-
cal parties, joined Sue Trees in a last minute co-
alition "party". Their joint posters were hastily
plastered all over campus. A joint leaflet was
issued by the two anti-party candidates.

On election day the polls were crowded once
again. A record vote, twice the number at any
previous election, saw SLATE successful in seating
two candidates on Ex Com, Jo Ann Fowler, Rep-at-
Large, and Mike Gucovsky, Grad Rep.

SLATE won over 47% of the total returns; its
presidential candidate, Manuel Aragon, lost by
less than 300 votes out of the 6,000 plus votes.
The party has broadened its appeal — several o
the tightly-knit living groups were seen to swing
over to SLATE during the campaign.

But the real value of the election was that no
one could now doubt the existence of an indepen-
dent thinking segment among the student body.
SLATE was here to stay.

Cal Reporter
SLATE is the publisher of a weekly newspaper

named the Cal Reporter. Last spring it had a cir-
culation of over 5,000 for each of its 12 issues.
The editor is selected by the Cal Reporter staff
with the approval of the SLATE Co-ordinating com-
mittee. The CR decides its own editorial and news
policies; it can be--and has been--in disagreement
with specific policies, though it does support the
same general viewpoint and program as SLATE.

The Cal Reporter's purpose is several-fold: to
report on important news the Daily Ca1ifornian,
the official ASUC newspaper, is unable, unwilliing,
or uninterested in covering; to offset the marked


